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AMSTERDAM — The city has authorized a $685,000 settlement of a federal lawsuit filed by a man
who alleged police used excessive force and caused him permanent partial disability while
responding to a noise complaint at his home in 2021.

The Common Council on Tuesday authorized the settlement following an executive session to
discuss the pending litigation. The city will pay a $25,000 deductible.
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All claims will be settled under the agreement reached through mediation mandated by the U.S.
District Court of the Northern District of New York.

Mayor Michael Cinquanti on Wednesday confirmed he signed the resolution following its approval
by the council, but said he could not comment on the settlement until it has been finalized.

Corporation Counsel Anthony Casale and Police Chief Joseph Spencer likewise declined to
comment when reached regarding the matter.

James Knox, an attorney with the Hacker Murphy law firm, representing the plaintiff, did not
immediately respond to a request for comment on Wednesday.

David Teal originally filed the lawsuit in federal court against the city and the Amsterdam Police
Department in November 2021. The complaint was amended just over a year later.

Officers Raymond Renzi, Aurelio Fiorillo and Vjay Rathore were additionally named in the lawsuit.

Teal alleged police violated his rights by entering his home without legal cause or a warrant and
used excessive force while unlawfully arresting him during the response to a noise complaint in
July 2021.

A noise violation is not an arrestable offense under city code, according to the lawsuit.
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During the encounter, Teal claims officers “slammed” him to the ground, fracturing his left tibia,
dislocating his knee, tearing several ligaments and causing a traumatic injury to the blood vessels
and other tissue of his leg.

At the time, Teal allegedly heard one of the officers say, “I heard it pop.”

Teal was subsequently placed in handcuffs before being transported by ambulance to St. Mary’s
Healthcare. He was later transferred to Albany Medical Center, where he underwent emergency
surgery to repair vascular damage to his left leg, according to the lawsuit.

As part of the procedure, blood vessels were harvested from Teal’s right leg, which left open
wounds that later had to be closed by skin grafts. He was hospitalized for eight weeks and has
permanent scars.

Teal has used a wheelchair since being released from the hospital and has been partially disabled
after sustaining the injuries. He is unable to work and will require future knee surgeries,
according to the lawsuit.

Police allegedly filed false charges against Teal, including that he resisted arrest. The charges
were later dismissed in City Court, the lawsuit states.

The complaint described the incident as part of a pattern of “false arrests, unlawful
imprisonment and uses of excessive force” by the department.

Teal had sought unspecified damages, attorney’s fees and any relief deemed appropriate by the
court.

The city denied all of the allegations while asserting an affirmative defense in a response to the
lawsuit filed in federal court.
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“All damages suffered by plaintiff, if any, were caused in whole or in part by plaintiff’s culpable
conduct,” the response states in part. “The arrest, detention and/or imprisonment of the plaintiff
was legitimate, lawful, privileged and/or constitutional.”

Amsterdam had sought the dismissal of the complaint and any relief deemed appropriate by the
court.
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A copy of the amended lawsuit filed by David Teal against the city of Amsterdam, Amsterdam Police Department and
three officers.
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A copy of the response to a lawsuit filed in federal court against the city of Amsterdam and Amsterdam Police
Department.
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Reach Ashley Onyon at aonyon@dailygazette.net or @AshleyOnyon on X.
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